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The Lord’s Taverners Australia
ACT Branch Inc




ANNUAL REPORT

FINANCIAL YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2010

The ACT Branch of the Lord’s Taverners Australia has enjoyed a very successful year in fundraising activities and engagement with the cricket community.
The development of the website has broadened our exposure and made the Branch more accessible to the wider community, both in Australia and abroad.  Much of the information in this annual report can be found on the website and it is also included here as a permanent record of the year’s events.  We invite everyone to regularly look at the website www.lordstavernersact.org to keep up to date with past and future events.

Thanks to the efforts of our members are their Committee, The ACT Branch of the Lord’s Taverners raised in the order of $48,000:  A major factor was the success of the golf day which this year raised over $33,000.   Details of the amounts raised, benefits distributed and costs incurred are included in the Annual Financial Statement which, following an audit of the accounts, will be available at the AGM.  ‘Soft’ copies will be distributed to all members on our e-mail address list.
FUNCTIONS AND FUND RAISING

Lord’s Taverners Dinner
The annual Lord’s Taverners Dinner was held in the Bradman Stand on the eve of the PM XI’s match against the West Indies.  The evening was a great success with about 150 Taverners, guests and sponsors attending.  Two of the Invincibles, Sam Loxton and Neil Harvey, once again travelled significant distances to be with us; regrettably Arthur Morris was unable to attend and sent his apologies.

Michael Kasprowicz entertained the dinner guests, speaking about his career as a rugby and cricket player; his mentors and trainers; also his love of India and the subcontinent; his views on changes to the game and the place of Twenty-20 cricket today.  He presented as a proud and fine example of a cricketer and sportsman who was fortunate enough to have been able to have ‘lived the dream’. 

The Master of Ceremonies for the evening was Gary Goodman who successfully managed the progress and timing of the evening’s program; this included auctioning a 2009 PM XI’s bat and adeptly directing questions to guest speaker Michael Kasprowicz or the Invincibles.  

PM’s XI v West Indies – February 2010

The PM’s XI annual cricket match took place at Manuka Oval in February 2010.  While there was a little rain, and the game was limited to 45 overs, the morning’s play between the PM’s XI and the West Indies was an exciting period of play, with several sixes and many fours coming from captain Chris Gayle, who scored 146 out of a total of 5 for 399. Rain stopped play at lunch time and our 75 Taverners and guests took the opportunity to shelter under the marquee in the Caretaker’s Cottage garden to enjoy the wonderful lunch provided by Larraine Nicholls.  

Following lunch, a group of Taverner volunteers joined members of the VISACT blind cricket team to walk around the ground with buckets and ‘Taverners’ signs, soliciting  donations in a repeat of the activity from former years.  Once again, the crowd was very generous. 
The afternoon’s play with the PMs’ team batting saw a fine innings of 160 not out from opener Tom Cooper, but with a total of 7 for 312 it was not enough to beat the West Indies.  It was a thoroughly enjoyable and successful day for the Taverners.

CIC Limited / Colliers International Lord’s Taverners Golf Day
On 1 March 2010, Royal Canberra Golf Club once again opened its gates for the staging of this annual event with its unique format. There was a field of 92 professional and amateur golfers competing in a fun day for both team and individual prizes.  Corporate sponsors from the Canberra community and golf professional Brendan Jones showed their commitment to supporting this charity event and making the day a great success.

Prizes included fine wines, a cricket bat signed by the Australian Test Team and a trip for two to Hong Kong staying at the Peninsula Hotel.

Sir Richard Hadlee was the guest of honour and although he was prevented by injury from playing, he walked the course.  Prior to making the presentations he spoke to attendees in his usual engaging and entertaining manner. Another highlight of the day was the opportunity for attendees, benefactors and beneficiaries to listen to Adam Cunnignham (a dual Lord’s Taverners scholarship winner) and Terry Peak from Sailability talk about the support they have received from the Branch.  “The Taverner” sailing dinghy was on display and it received many favourable comments.  
A substantial amount of money was raised for our beneficiaries.  It is important to record and thank Andrew Ostroumoff, golf day organiser and Committee member for his highly professional effort in achieving an outstanding result 

Afternoon Tea Garden Party – British High Commissioner’s residence
On Tuesday 2 March 2010, Lord’s Taverners (in company with Barnardos, The Australia-Britain Society, Rotary and other charities) were invited to attend a garden party as guests of the British High Commissioner, at her residence.  More than 40 Taverners attended and were welcomed to Westminster House.  A traditional afternoon tea was served.

Taverner’s President Rick Forster thanked Her Excellency Baroness Amos for her generosity in hosting the occasion and he presented her with a spectacular bouquet of Australian flowers. Taverner Bob Nattey took the opportunity during the afternoon tea to pay tribute to the late Marjorie Turbayne, a former Taverner, who actively fostered relations between Britain and Australia.

Committee members sold raffle tickets to the assembled group and the raffle was drawn during afternoon tea.  Nigel French organised the raffle and the prize, a bottle of fine wine.
We are very grateful to Her Excellency (who happens to be a cricket devotee) and the High Commission for hosting this annual event, which combines a very pleasant social occasion with the raising of funds for charity.
TAVERNERS SPONSORSHIP, AWARDS AND EVENTS

The Taverners Dinghy 
On Australia Day 2010 “The Taverner”, a sailing dinghy was launched by Chairman David Nicholls at the Canberra Yacht Club on Lake Burley Griffin.  It is a purpose-built craft for use by disadvantaged and disabled sailors; it was donated by the ACT Branch to Sailability which helps people with any type of disability and disadvantage to get out on the water and sail.

The vessel was launched with champagne and a Bradman 20 cent piece placed under the mast, an old tradition for newly launched vessels (and to perpetuate the Taverner connection) we wish good fortune and safe sailing for all who embark in her.
Lord’s Taverners Indigenous Schools Super 8 Cricket Day

On 17 February 2010 the inaugural Super 8 cricket day was organised by ACT Cricket and funded by Lord’s Taverners.  Some 65 students from Queanbeyan High School, mostly indigenous, participated in the program aimed at encouraging indigenous youth in school years 7-12, to come and play cricket  The hope being that an interest would be nurtured and they may feed into senior cricket teams.  Several members of the ACT Imparja Cup team participated in the day, acting as role models for the children.

Taverners v VISACT Cricket Match 

On 21 February 2010 the Taverners cricket team, made up of Taverners and friends (who included gentlemen from Molonglo and ANU senior cricket teams), met to play against the VISACT team in a friendly yet spirited match.  The Taverner’s team wore ‘sight impairing’ goggles to ensure equality of disadvantage.  The Match and trophy was won quite convincingly by the VISACT team who scored 194 runs (some 100 of those runs came in ‘wides’, no balls and other sundries generously donated by the Taverners in the field).  VISACT hosted an excellent barbecue after the game and Peter Wren of the Taverners team handed over the VISACT trophy to the captain of the better side, Stephen Fagg.  

This ‘learning experience’ was another milestone in the excellent relationship between the Lord’s Taverners and VISACT.
Lord’s Taverners Disability Super Clinic

On 26 May 2010 the Lord’s Taverners Disability Super Clinic was held at the MPowerdome in Tuggeranong enabling some 200 disabled children to actively participate in a range of sporting activities including Table Top Cricket.  This was the second year that Lord’s Taverners had sponsored the day, which is one of the few opportunities for these children to participate in such an activity.
Lord’s Taverners Scholarships 2010
Rob and Diana Laurie hosted a Barbeque for the 2010 Lord’s Taverners Scholarship winners and their families in early February.  The winners were presented with their cheques by President Rick Forster.  The winners and their families expressed their gratitude for this financial assistance as the costs associated with their sport and with competing are considerable. 
The seven winners were: Adam Cunningham – athletics; Jaden Sawyer – shotput; Lachlan Foote – athletics; Tristan Kilpatrick – sprinting and hurdles; Ellie Tonkin – swimming; Andrew Hoatson – tennis; and Will O’Neill – athletics.
In view of the success of this program, the Lord’s Taverners ACT Branch has agreed to continue its sponsorship for a further 3 years and that $7,500 will be provided annually for the program.

Joshua Gordon, a 2009 Taverner Scholarship winner, is continuing with his remarkable success as a figure skater, and despite his disabilities he is continuing with his dream to make a successful career in the international arena.  We were pleased to further support Joshua by attending a quiz night on 18 June 2010 run by the Rotary Club of Canberra City to raise funds to assist this talented young man with his training costs.  . 
Cricket ACT Grade Cricket Club Awards Night
On 31 March 2010 Cricket ACT held an awards night signifying the end of the season, and it was a pleasure to see a past Junior Taverner Kris Brit receive the S,J, Moore Medal for the best woman cricketer of the year.  

President Rick Forster presented the annual Lord’s Taverners Spirit of Cricket Award trophy to the Tuggeranong Valley Cricket Club and also handsome Volunteer Award Medals to 16 dedicated volunteers who represented all eight ACT Grade clubs.  It is gratifying to see how many so willingly give of their time and their expertise to the game of cricket.  The ACT Taverners continues its commitment towards helping young cricketers to achieve success.

SPONSORS
Each year we are generously supported by Cricket ACT - it is very much a symbiotic relationship.  Support to the Taverners from Cricket ACT includes meeting the hiring cost of the Bradman function room for our Lord’s Taverners Dinner (held prior to the PM’s XI match); combined LT/Cricket ACT signage at the nets and gym facilities at Manuka Oval; an advertising feature in the national Taverner magazine; advertising of the Taverners in their publications; providing the Boardroom at Manuka Oval for our Committee meetings; as well as support at all our functions.  The Taverners allocate funds for the ACT indigenous Imparja Cup team, the annual ACT Spirit of Cricket Awards, Table Top Cricket, Women’s Premier League cricket and Manuka Oval Gym maintenance.  These funds are administered by Cricket ACT
Konica Minolta continues to help by copying invitations and menus.

Each year Kookaburra supplies our Junior Taverners with cricket kits which are presented at the Annual Dinner.

Qantas, Long Rail Gully Wines, Rydges Capital Hill and Fosters helped by supporting to the Lord’s Taverners Dinner, PM’s XI lunch and the Golf Day.  
We are very grateful to Colliers International and CIC for their major sponsorship of the Taverner’s Golf Day, their support was critical to the success of the event.
MEMBERSHIP
Our membership currently stands at 187 including 4 honorary members.  Membership numbers have remained at about the same level for some years and we appreciate the support our members provide.  We welcome new members and remind Taverners that application for membership by their friends, relatives and colleagues can be made through our website.
In closing, I commend the efforts of the committee over the past year.  The money raised for and distributed to those less fortunate than ourselves demonstrates the success of those efforts.
I would like to pay particular mention of the outstanding efforts or our Secretary Jenny Harper who has worked tirelessly to provide us with the support that is necessary to make the Committee function so successfully. Without her unstinting and efforts and professionalism we could not have realised the success that we have and my sincere thanks and gratitude for her efforts are recorded in this annual report.  She is retiring from the Committee and we are delighted that Neil Weeks has nominated for the position (and he may well be elected unopposed!!).
We have some other retiring members of the Committee who I would like to thank for the contribution that they have made: 
· Rick Forster who has given years of support on the Committee having served as committeeman, Treasurer and ultimately as President; 
· Nigel French who has served tirelessly on the Committee – particularly as an organiser of auctions and raffles - for over 10 years; and 
· Andrew Ostroumoff, without whose skills as a fund raising tournament organiser, funds in excess of $50K would not have been available for distribution
All other Committee members are re-nominating for the 2010-2011 Committee. I would like to welcome three Taverners who have nominated for Committee for the forthcoming year: Roger Hooper (who previously served on the Committee in his then-capacity as liaison for the British High Commission), Neil Weeks and Adrian Herring.
David Nicholls, Chairman
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